HTML Beginners Cheat Sheet

To start off <html> and </html> tells the web browser to start and stop reading the HTML code of a .html file. The other main sections of an .html file include the <head></head> tags and the <body></body> tags. Information for the web browser or web server usually sits in the head of a document and the layout of the page sits in the body of the document. 

<html>

<head>

</head>

<body>

</body>

</html>

HEAD

Lets go through the aspects of the <head> of the document. First you tell the web browser what type of html file it is because the standards of html change from time to time although not often. You do this through what is called a “meta tag”. There are a few different types of “meta” tags but in order to make your webpage compliant with standards you should always have something that looks like this:

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1"> 

Other “meta” tags include information for search engines like the 

<meta name="Keywords" content=" Web Authoring, Multimedia Art, Design, WCC, Advanced Web Techniques">

<meta name="Description" content="This site was made so I can pick up chicks with my big brain">

After you put in whatever “meta” information you choose, you must use a <title> tag followed by the title of the webpage and a closing tag.

<title>This is the title of my page!</title>

This tag is also very important for search engines even more so than the meta tags. 

Another type of tag that goes in a webpage is called the “Doctype”. This tells the web browser as well what type of document it is and what type of standards you are going to follow. It is not necessary but it is suggested. If you are going to write your code using the HTML 4.01 standard the tag might look like this:

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Transitional//EN"

"http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/loose.dtd">

And if you use the latest standard called XHTML it would look something like this:

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN" "http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional.dtd">

We will go over XHTML later in the class and what the difference is but for now lets see what all these tags look like together:

FULL HTML DOCUMENT

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Transitional//EN" "http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/loose.dtd">

<html>

<head>

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1">

<meta name="Keywords" content=" Web Authoring, Multimedia Art, Design, WCC, Westchester Community College, Advanced Web Techniques ">

<meta name="Description" content="This site was made so I can pick up chicks with my big 

brain">

<title>This is the title of my website</title>

</head>

<body>

</body>

</html>

COMMENT TAG – Now I will go through and comment what we just did:

<!-- this is the doctype which look complicated so just copy it and paste it -->

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Transitional//EN" "http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/loose.dtd">

<!-- Now I will start my HTML document -->

<html>

<!-- I better make sure I have good header information -->

<head>

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1">

<meta name="Keywords" content=" Web Authoring, Multimedia Art, Design, WCC, Westchester Community College, Advanced Web Techniques ">
<meta name="Description" content="This site was made so I can pick up chicks with my big 
brain">

<title>This is the title of my website</title>

</head>

<!-- and now onto the body of the document -->

<body>

</body>

</html>

BODY – the tag and the content
Now onto the good stuff! Lets go through what goes in the body but first lets talk about the body tag. There are a few and most common things you can change to the body of an html document. Lets go through them:

<body bgcolor=”# 000066” background=”mypicture.jpg” marginheight="0" marginwidth="0" topmargin="0" leftmargin="0">

  body content here

</body>

The margin attributes have to do with the white space around the margin of the page. It is automatically there and if you want it to disappear than you will have to take it out yourself. Netscape and Internet Explorer handle these differently and that is why we use marginheight="0" marginwidth="0" for Netscape and topmargin="0" leftmargin="0" for Internet Explorer.

Now that we have the body tag on the page lets put some text on the page and change the text around. First lets make it a paragraph. Then turn it into 3 paragraphs:

<html>

<head>

</head>

<body>

  <p>This is my text in paragraph 1</p>
  <p>This is my text in paragraph 2</p>
</body>

</html>
Now lets change how the text looks:

Change color:

<p><font color="#CCCCCC">This is my text</font></p>

Change size:

<p><font size="4">This is my text</font></p>

Change font type or "face":

<p><font face="arial">This is my text</font></p>

All three together: 

<p><font size="4" face="arial" color="#CCCCCC “>This is my text</font></p>
Center text:  <center>This text is centered on the page</center>
TABLES

  <table width=”600” height=”400” border="1" cellpadding=”0” cellspacing=”0”>
  <!-- you can have width and height in percent or pixels like width="100%"  -->

    <tr>

      <td>row 1, cell 1</td> 
      <td>row 1, cell 2</td>

    </tr>

    <tr>

      <td>row 2, cell 1</td>

      <td>row 2, cell 2</td>

    </tr>
    <tr>

      <td colspan=”2”>row 3, cell 1 going across 2</td>

    </tr>
  </table>

IMAGES

Images are very useful and everywhere on the web. The two most popular image types are .gif files and .jpg files. To display an image you need an image tag which would look like this:

<img src="images/logo.gif" width="200" height="100" alt="Company Logo">

This tag shows where to look for this image, the width and height of that image, and a description of the image. It is important to have an alt=”” attribute in the IMG tag because it helps show information useful for people with disabilities but it is not necessary. The height and width are not necessary but are important to have to make sure you are cross-browser compliant. Another attribute to use would be border=”0” but it isn’t needed unless you make this image a hyperlink.  

LINKS or “hyperlinks”

A link can be either text or an image but you display a link with what is called an anchor tag like this: 

<a href=”http://www.google.com”>this goes to google</a>
Having an image as a link would be done the same way:

<a href=”http://www.google.com”><img src=”images/google_logo.gif” width="200" height="100" alt="Google Logo"></a>
Notice that the anchor tag gets closed after the image and if you want the link to open in a new page use the attribute target=”_blank” in the anchor tag 
Notice how I have the source of the image listed as: “images/google.gif“ 

…well it is because of how we should set up our files.

FILE AND NAMING CONVENTIONS
When you first go to a website you are being directed to a folder or directory. The same thing as on your computer it is just on someone else’s computer. The web browser automatically looks for the webpage named index.html or index.htm which is a file in this directory. In the same directory it is customary to have a folder called images so you can be organized. Any link you have on your site will automatically start from that directory and continue on so if you have a link on your index page that looks like this: <a href=”bio.html”>my biography</a> or a link that says <a href=”http://www.mywebsite.com/bio.html”>my biography</a> they will go to the same place on a web server but the “http” one will only work on your web server.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We have covered the HTML basics, and the most useful things in HTML which are how to set up a table in the body of a document, how to use text in that table, how to incorporate an image, and how to make the text or image a link. Let’s practice and see what we can come up with. If you need help, two great websites available to use are http://www.w3schools.com/ and http://webmonkey.wired.com/webmonkey/ which are two tools I use all the time.

