CSS – Cascading Style Sheets

Cascading style sheets are very useful tools for a web designer today. It allows us to write simple, web accessible code that is SEO friendly and easy to maintain the style of a website. Instead of changing a font type all over a website which could be hundreds of pages and many places on each page, you can do it on one line of code. Let’s begin with the basics. 
Applying the style

There are 4 ways to add style using CSS and I will go through all 4. 

In-line style: Adding a in-line style to a tag means that the style is added directly to the tag you are using. I will use a paragraph tag to show you an example.

<p style=”color:red; font-weight:bold;”>this text will be red and bold</p>
Internal style: You can add all your styles to the top of the document so the browser can load those styles first before any HTML gets read by the browser. 

<html>

<head>

<title>css examples</title>

<style type=”text/css”>


p { 

color:red; font-weight:bold;

}
</style>
</head>

<body>

<p>this text will be red and bold</p>

</body>

</html>

External style: You can have all your styles on a separate document as well and link that document into the page your on.

<html>

<head>

<title>css examples</title>

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="/styles/main.css" />

</head>

<body>

<p>this text will be red and bold</p>

</body>

</html>

So the external stylesheet will look something like this:

 
p { 

color:red; font-weight:bold;

}

And that will be it for the information on that external stylesheet. 

Importing styles: Now here is where it gets a little tricky. The last way to import styles is best practice for utilizing one style across multiple pages. Well what happens when you want to have a style that applies to half of the pages or a handful of them? Well on those pages you would do this:

<html>

<head>

<title>css examples</title>

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="/styles/main.css" />

<style type="text/css">

@import url(/styles/aboutUsStyles.css);

</style>

</head>

<body>

Now go and add some style to the world…or at least the world wide web. 
